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Che Madness, Saduess and Gladness of Christmas a
. , q
T IS a commonplace so trite as to make its repetition present formj if it is a Festival, it can remain so only to
‘ l risky that Easter has become the feast of the milliners : those who know what it commemorates. There is enough '
Thanksgiving the red-letter day of the gormands; and Joy in the fact of Christmas itself to infuse all the warmth ﬁ
: Christmas the jubilee of the merchants. and light of the merriest Yuletide tale, in any family that
g No better proof of this is needed than the now fre- dares to live the festival from the heart instead of from the
_“ quent saying, “We had better skip Christmas this year,” by purse. Unless parents can heap+ the bedsides of their
which is meant avoidance of the shopping madness, the children with mounds of fragile toys, whose tawdry life is
purchasing fever, from which all have suffered in other brief at best, they feel that something is amiss. Unless
years. friends can exchange presents extravagantly, they feel that d
I Our gifts are often amiable cynicisms, wrung out by cus- somewhere they have failed.
tom, tributes paid to an “annual holdup” dimly supposed It would be hard to conceive a more disconcerting act '
to be entangled somewhere with good will, than to halt the throngs of “worry Christmas” people and
Christmas is Christian, and it has been made pagan. to demand of them—"What is it all about?” They would :
Christmas is spiritual, and it has not be able to tell. They change =
been made matenal. Christmas is the style of their bonnets be- =
the anniversary of an eternal cause Spring appears. They gorge =
event ; it has been made the orgy themselves on the last Thursday =]
of a passing phase. ...Chis Week... in November because harvest is
We have erred in making gathered. Why do they upset the
Christmas always “merry,” when Where Christmas Takes Place of ““The Fourth” tenor of their lives, and crimp
really it has its sadness. Christ- . . . themselves financially, and under-
mas has been made exclusively 0% Ssms L. Pichn: ot the go keen distress of mind on the
the day of the children, when Heliuys s Doxsind 21:’”_‘ ?f R?}““‘.berg Why d‘}”:’." ‘
really it is more the day of the ‘ : a0 W 1at 1s the cause of this
= mature. Not only t'hrisfnms. but America Bnngs New Foods From Mln}' Lands p!lenomcnop? It is not t!w New
every day, should be “merry” for Reviewing the Important and Interesting Year. It is not the e ety
s the children, for they are at the Work of the Government of a national event. What is it?
merry time of life. But Christ- g?;'_dmagiidthui smtidt!;nl.vﬂchal-
: nas 1s a time for adults also. In- ’ *9 - . » € account lor them-
| leed. the First Christmas was ex. D’Israeli’s Portrait of the Jews selves?
= lusively a day of adults—the A Jewish Premier of Great Britain The whole gladness of Christ-
' «lulthood of the fields and the Describes His Race in mas consists in knowing the true
cavens and the homes of Beth- Significant Terms why” of Christmas. ['here are
' ‘hem dominating the scene. With slome pe.;o;l))l:] to Wlll?lm ( hnsmflas
- e childenin B & avs “this ’ ; : does no ong. ese are, for
= !:ri:t'lltlll:;g'u:)rn"n:csxtalt\?\har'::tnu:ﬁ"; England’s Dye Industry: A Burning Question the most part, its spoliators. They
ith the adults it is always, last Question of Importation of (_igrman may spoil it as mugh as they like
hristmas, or many Christmasses Products Threatens Crisis for themselves; it never was
5 0. That which is anticipation theirs anyway ; but we should not
' the young becomes memory to THE PROBLEM OF ASTHMA—THE ORIGIN OF SPORTS let tgcm lure us to spoil it for
& seir elders. And if we could THE LATEST CHALLENGE FROM KANSAS ourselves.
- veigh the sentiments of the day. MANY MEN OF MANY MINDS ) Christmas tells us, for one
tonder sadness born of the mem- THE THREE ARTS—BRIEFLY TOLD thing, that goodness is always be-
b ry of other Christmasses would ing born into the world, that in :
ress down the scale. ;lhe crafdl:!ls of tlzc : wnlrld -thc i B '
S T ; T ope of the world is dawning. .
= (1 -l_lw UREFSREOe rare'l_} biewes, 3 Ch[:i:stnms tells us that earth igs = & |
: iristmas  thought without a | I spr id : i 3
= ‘inge of sadness—the bare, gar- . . not a one planet s“lmgmghm e = }
‘et, the empty stocking, the poor child. Goodfellow clubs, in a void of law and matter, but is near enough the t rone =
tor all their heartiness and zeal, finish their work in a mood of spirit to catch the music and reflect the light. Christ- =
And those whose good will takes the mas tells us that the beginning of joy was a Gift, and : {
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of infinite regret. _
form of dinners to the poor, are conscious how small a dent
one dinner makes in the problem of the world.

This sense of futility has no other cause than our ma-
terialistic idea of Christmas. We have reduced the season
1o the sordid level of Things. The modern t.hnstnm.f
card is the price tag. - Materially the day is a mc{ckcry.
*piritually it may become the first day of a New Age.

If Christmas is but a fashion, it may well vanish in its

that not of ourselves, but from another plane to this. If
we know this message of Christmas, we are then free
of the slavery of Things.

Joy is free to come from its only source, which is
from above us, not below; and Peace comes upon us,
which is the mother-spirit of Good Will to Men. And
from Good Will come the best gifts of all—those which
carry with them the heart of the giver.
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